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Further Sagness states charter schools have smaller class sizes than traditional schools. 

Again, not true. In Idaho, most charter school classes are larger. Sagness and Thomas both 

suggest that traditional schools perform just as well or better than charter schools. I’m sorry, 

but they are wrong. While some districts are gaining, partly because of the competition 

charter schools bring, charter schools still by and large outperform their counterparts.

By using the Senator’s own numbers it becomes obvious charter schools are a better 

“buy” for taxpayers. He reports that Idaho charter schools educate 10,768 students with 

$58.3 million or $5,419 per student. The expenditure per child in a traditional school in 

his home district of Pocatello is $7,217.00, or $1,798.00 more than in a typical charter 

school.  If these opponents really want to save taxpayer money, and if they really want to 

do what’s best for kids, they will stop repeating Education Inc.’s tired, untrue rhetoric, and 

instead support what Idaho citizens overwhelmingly say they want more of – education 

choice.


