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What can be done? There are essentially three groups of students in our present day high
school: The 30% that are preparing for and going on to a post high school education. The
25-30% that enter high school but do not get a diploma and those in the middle that receive a
diploma but are under prepared for "life" after high school.

While there is no "quick fix" to the problem there are some remedies, both for the short term and
the long term. Proverbs 29:18 suggests that "without goals people perish." Without a goal and
an attainable one, students lose interest. For the short term, give students an attainable goal,
one that seems unreachable by many students today. First we must recognize not all students

are college bound.
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Not every student needs 42-50 credits, or 4-6 credits of math or humanities etc. etc.  Then, create
schools within schools. This could be done with a 3 or 4 tiered diploma system, with corresponding
graduation requirements. Such a system could add rigor to the college prep program and provide
attainable goals for the rest. It could result in a student leaving high school after only a couple of years
and enrolling in a job training program in a community college.

The long term solution is more difficult. We take for granted that choice is something that we should
have in every facet of our lives INCLUDING elementary and secondary education, but for the most part
education choice alludes most parents. Giving consumers choice has given us the highest standard of
living in the world and students flock here to access our colleges and universities. However, there is no
demand from outside the U. S. to access our high schools, unless it is for language acquisition or social
or athletic purposes. Our high schools are not meeting the needs of our kids, let alone seen as quality
education by foreign students.

Choice creates competition and competition improves the enterprise and usually at less cost. We need to
change our education system so that the consumers (parents and students) have education choice
through a voucher or scholarship system. Such a system, would create, over time, different models
catering to the different needs of students. In the interim the State Board and the State Superintendent
could lead the way for a multi-tiered diploma system. Empowering students and parents with CHOICE is
a powerful motivator. Isn't it worth a try?

Change is the "word" of the day and it is long overdue in our high schools.
Darrel Deide, Chairman
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* The United States is now the only industrialized country in which young people are less likely
than their parents to earn a diploma. (From a report by " Education Trust")

* Recently an exchange student from Belgium was asked about his impressions of the U. S. He
replied: "l knew | was going to live in the country with the most powerful military and the most powerful
economic system but | could hardly believe that half of the kids in my class at high

school could not read."”

* The Arizona Supreme Court has agreed to hear a voucher case which will decide whether or not
parents can use tax dollars to send their children to private or parochial schools. A date for the hearing
has not been set.

-The Legislative Brief is sent by both regular mail and email periodically to most Legislators and
other policy makers, the press and “friends” of Edu cation Choice. For further information go to
our website at ice-pac.net and click on how you can help!






