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restriction of not more than six new charter schools in one year is unrealistic, knowing that there are more than
7,000 students on waiting lists.

While the artificial "cap" is an issue and needs to be addressed by the Legislature, Idaho's lack of support for
charter school facilities needs to be addressed as well. Idaho currently provides facility support for our traditional
public schools through a bond interest support program. Idaho does NOT provide any facility support for charter
schools and as a result Idaho is not eligible for Federal Assistance. The guidelines for this assistance are specific.
"States eligible for these grants are those with per-pupil aid programs to assist charter schools with their facility
costs. Federal Funds are used to match programs with non-federal dollars that make payments on a per-pupil basis,
to provide charter schools with facilities financing."

Legislators: Idaho's 31 Charter Schools are providing over 10,000 students with an equal or better education than
our traditional schools and they are doing it at LESS cost to the taxpayer. Isn't it time to take off their "restraints"
and let them flourish?

Students rarely are successful in school without the support and involvement of a parent, the surest way to involve
parents in a meaningful way is to EMPOWER them with choice!
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